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President Anderson to Address Pacific Coast Brokers. 


Mr. James A. Anderson, president of the National Canners Associa- 
tion, will eddress the Pacific Coast Brokers. The occasion will be their 
annuel meeting in San Francisco, Monday, April 23. 


Send Us All Canned Foods Clippings. 


The industry and its friends have been performing « valuable ser- 
vice in sending to the National Canners Association eat Washington newspaper 
or megazine clippings referring to canned foods. So helpful, in fact, have 
these clippings proved, thet e general letter hes now gone out to canners, 

wholesaie grocers, brokers, and leading retail grocers of the United States 
requesting their further co§peration in sending to Washington every printed 
reference to canned foods, be it little or big, favorable or unfavorable. 


* In the past, the clippings sent in have referred mostly to ill- 
ness alleged to be due to eating canned foods, but now the .ssociation is 
asking the indulgence and codperation of its friends to sending everything. 
The newspapers of the country are covered as far as possible by clipping 
services, but if every friend of the industry will keep his eye upon his 
fovorite newspaper Or magazine and from time to time send clippings, includ- 
ing Origine] canned foods recipes, to Washington, a wonderful service will 
be performed and e thing from which all will benefit. 


Ruling Regerding Fiber Box Containers. 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has just issued a ruling (In- 
vestigation and suspension Docket No. 1689) to the effect that that section 
of the rule issued by the railroads in their consolidated classification 

No. 3, which provides that articles offered for shipment in fiber boxes, 

which do not conform in all respects to specifications, will not be accepted 
for transportation, is unjustified. The Commission hes ordered the cancel- 
lation of this section. 
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Stenderd Types of Export Cases. 


The subject of standard types of export cases is discussed in 
Commerce Reports, April 2, the official bulletin of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Lomestic Commerce. The article says: 


"It must be understood that box strapping is required on all ex- 


port cases. In succeeding issues of Commerce Reports information as to 
box-strapping and nailing will be published." 


And still They Come! 


If canned foods do not get it one way, they seem to get it 
another. A university professor in the East is quoted as saying that 
canned foods make trade for the dentists. He goes on: 


“During the lest seventy-five years the diet of the average 
American has changed from the plain products of the farm to a veried diet 
of canned foods, with certain vital elements taken out. This change is 
responsible for the large amount of bad teeth in the country." 


Close upon the heels of the above comes an announcement from 
Olivet, Michigan, that a woman from Olivet who has been doing missionary 
work in Polend found that a shipment of cocoa and condensed milk hed been 
sent from America, but the natives, unfamiliar with it, believed it to be 
paint, and painted their houses with it. 


Research Asa sis for Credit. 


Dr. John E. Teeple, at the Bankers’ Forum in New York, advised 
the bankers that the values produced by industrial research departments are 
greater then the total value of the fixed assets of a plant. “If all its 
assets were destroyed, they could be speedily replaced; if the whole output 


of its organized research could be destroyed, twenty years would not suffice 
to replace it", he said. 


“Organized research as a part of manufacturing operations is a 
new thing in the world. Fifty years ago it scarcely existed. Before that 
time there had been development and progress, but on the part of the manu- 


facturers it was accidental, sporadic, wildcatting, unorganized, and unsys- 
tematic. 


“The development was mainly along two lines. Either a bright man 
in the operating department had an idea which was developed into practice, 
Or a rank outsider had an idea or process which he persuaded the company to 
buy: in either case progress was slow and haphazard. 
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"The railroads form a good illustration of the first kind of de- 
velopment. There has been remarkable progress shown in the last 80 or 90 
years, but in the main it has come by suggestions from the operating depart- 
ment. Brakemen, firemen, engineers, of a mechanicel turn of mind, heave been 
prolific in suggestions that have led to improvement. Eighty years cgo rail- 
roed securities were not looked on with favor by the banker. To-dey he has 
the data for a proper enalysis of railroed securities and understands them." 


Canned Foods Cases Under Investigation. 


The Association has begun or concluded investigations of alleged 
illness attributed to the following canned foods since our last announcement: 


Asparagus. 
Cherries. 
Corn. 
Fruit Sealed, 
Peas, 

Pea Soup. 
Spinach. 
Tomatoes. 


Another High Authority Goes After "Ptomaine". 


In a paper by Dr. J.C.Geiger, of the United States Public Health 
Service, and appearing in the American Journel of Public Health, Dr. Geiger, 
who has done much work of value to the canning industry, says: 


"Many outbreaks illustrate the fact that the term 'ptomaine Poison’ 
has been very loosely used in the pest. *»*#With most of the so-called pto- 
maine poisoning cases it is necessary to contend with dectors' diagnoses. 

The illness is frequently attributed to some suspected food, with no test of 
the food itself, and without acquiring a very accurate history of the patient's 
illness, or trying to eliminate other factors which might have caused it." 


Dr. Geiger makes the significant statement that a study of the mor- 
tality stetistics regarding food poisoning reven] the fact of a steady in- 
crease. Discussing vitamins, he said in part: 


“Too much alerm has been created concerning the effect of canning and 
cooking on the destruction of vitamins, No canning or cooking process appre- 
ciebly effects vitamins A and 8. The same mey be said of vitamin C in acid 
fruits. In vegetables vitamin C is to a considerable extent destroyed by heat. 
However, the yreater part of this destruction occurs at the beginning cf the 
heating period. Therefore, the time and temperature of the cooking or canning 
process are relatively insignificant. 
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Daily Tribune. 


THE WORLD'S GREATEST NEWSPAPER 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 1923. 


Poison Laid to 
Bad Food Held | 
Due to Coal 


Scientist Finds Error in 
Majority of Cases. 


Poor coal insanitary conditions, and 
tightly closed windows have been re- 
sponsible in many recent cases of pois- 
oning carelessly ascribed to bad food. 
according to Dr. J. C. Geiger, United 
States public health service and asso- 
ciate professor of epidemiology at the 
University of Chicago. Dr. Geiger has 
come to his conclusion after careful 
investigation of numerous cases, in 
many of which the so-<alled poisonous 
‘food, on being tested, has proved to be 
absolutely innocuous. 

Uneritical acceptance of the sup- 
posed cause of poisoning has raised 
the mortality rate accredited to poison- 
ous food from 175 per 100,000 in 1910 
to more than 1,000 at present, it is 
asserted. Yet experiments of feeding 
the food reputed to be polsonous to 
animals seldom results in death or even 
sickness. Many of the deaths attribut- 
ed to canned food have definitely been 
proved to have been caused by other 
things, Prof. Geiger says. 


The real trouble lies with the poor 
quality of the coal at present supplied 
to the public, Dr. Geiger asserts. An 
abnormally large an.ount has to be 
burned to get the desired heat, result. 
ing in a proportie¢nately large genera 
tion of the poisonous carbon monoxide. 
This in houses where the windows are 
kept tightly closed and insanitary con- 
ditions prevail generally quickly 
' brings cases of poisoning which are too 
hastily ascribed to food. 

Dr. Geiger cited a recent case where 
he was called to a family of seven in 
Yonkers, reputed to be suffering from 
food poisoning. The blame was laid on 
a can of spinach, of which the entire 
family had eaten. 

“When we arrived,” said Dr. Geiger, 
“the windows were all closed and the 
place smoky from a defective stove. 
The windows were opened and the 
stove repaired. Every one of the cases 
recovered. When some of the juice of 
the spinach was injected into white 
rats they showed no signs of being 
poisoned. 
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